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A NOTE FROM
THE ELDERS
First Light Church,
Thank you for reading through our 2019 Annual Report. This
document provides a brief snapshot into a few of the things our
gracious God did through our Faith Family over the last year. This
document certainly is not comprehensive or a full account of the
countless stories and testimonies that took place, and nor is it
meant to be boastful in any way. However, we do hope this serves
as a reminder to our entire Faith Family at First Light Church, across
the Vandalia and Butler campuses, that God is always at work!
Whether it was through our on-campus activities and ministries,
community involvement, or global missions, this year helps reinforce
that God sends and uses each one of us to advance and give witness
to new life in Jesus Christ. Beyond humbly celebrating and giving
thanks to God for what He did this year, we pray this document
may also help spur you on to consider how God would use you to
continue telling your story and living sent in the year ahead.
May God continue to bless you and First Light Church! To God
alone be the glory.
First Light Church Elder Council,
David Britton
David Finchum
Ed Kuhns
Mark Plummer
David Starry
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LOOKING BACK

02

BAPTISMS
28

SENT ON MISSION AND
COMMUNITY OUTREACH
616

VBS ATTENDANCE
374
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A NOTE FROM
PASTOR SCOTT
God has been at work in many ways at the Butler Campus of First
Light Church in the past year. In a nine month stretch from March
2019 through January 2020, we have seen 19 people baptized.
God has opened doors for us to hold baptism celebrations at the
Vandalia Rec Center, Fair Valley Swim Club, and, most recently,
at Smith Middle School with the use of a portable unit. Another
great blessing has been watching God stretch people in new roles
of leadership and involvement. We have seen many new people
participate in small groups and step up to serve in operations,
connections, worship, safety, and children’s ministry.
A portable environment helps the Butler Campus to live out the
SERVE element of our strategy on a weekly basis. On any given
Sunday, you will see children through senior adults working side by
side to prepare for a Sunday morning of worship. It is a beautiful
sight! We have already received reports back from students who
are now in college that they were able to easily transition into a
portable, mission-focused faith community at the college level due
to their experience at the Butler Campus. On a weekly basis, we see
God preparing our people to “Live Sent” and we praise God for that!
During the summer of 2019, there was a four week stretch where
the Butler Campus could not meet at its normal location (Smith
Middle) as they were doing summer cleaning. What initially seemed
like a bad situation, God used it for good as we were reminded that
a church is not a building but is the people. Worship gatherings
were held at Aullwood, the Vandalia Rec Center, and the Dayton
Metro Library. The first “Serve” Sunday took place as an abbreviated
worship gathering outside at Smith Middle, followed by serving
three homes that suffered tornado damage. God has been at work
in many ways at the Butler Campus this past year, and we can’t wait
to see Him continue to move in the year ahead!
God bless,
Scott Snyder
Butler Campus Pastor
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BUTLER CAMPUS
Celebrating 1 year

TOTAL BAPTISMS

19

AVERAGE ATTENDANCE

165
05

VANDALIA CAMPUS
Celebrating 70 years

PEOPLE IN SMALL GROUPS

758

SERVED IN THE COMMUNITY

515
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A NOTE FROM
PASTOR DAVID
This year marks the 70th birthday for First Light Church. Our church’s
journey started many years ago as a church planted to reach people
in the northern portion of Dayton, Ohio, with the Gospel. Because
individuals and families took a bold, faith-filled step and said “yes” to
leaving behind the familiarity and comfort of their sending church,
people, communities, and generations are forever changed by
moving from death to new life in Christ. What a stunning reminder
this provides for how God uses our “yes” to do amazing things in His
Kingdom and for His Glory!
Over the last seven decades, many things have changed. We no
longer meet at the original location, we have a different name,
people have come and people have gone, and we have had a variety
of ministry methods over that time. We should remember this is
expected, and even necessary, as we not only live out our church’s
founding purpose, but, more importantly, as we seek to obey the
commands of Jesus to be disciplemaking near and far.
Despite much change, what has not changed in our church’s
seventy years has been our commitment to seeing people
and communities experience new life in Jesus Christ. We hold
confidently to the truths of Scripture and believe our God is the
name above all names and is the only name under which people
are saved. It is not through a person’s works, family history, or church
attendance that right standing with God comes to be. Instead,
people are restored through repentance and belief in Jesus Christ
as Lord. We must continue holding fast to that message and the
necessity to do all we can, under God’s guiding and empowering,
to share that message as God leads.
In the years ahead, I look forward to the stories of changed lives
because our church continued to hold this truth and demonstrate
our belief in it through our actions. I pray we continue in 2020 and
beyond to live as a people with our heads up and live with courage
and obedience to the things God calls us to do for His Glory.
In Christ,
David Starry
Vandalia Campus Pastor, Lead Pastor
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MISSIONS GIVING
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TOTAL GIVEN TO MISSIONS
$416,899.10

WOW
SUNDAY

COOPERATIVE
PROGRAM

$64,108.28

$109,821.92

ANNIE
ARMSTRONG

LOTTIE
MOON

$10,250

$22,928

* Totals represent what was given March - December of 2019

COMMUNITY
OUTREACH
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TORNADO RELIEF
May 27, 2019, will forever hold a new meaning in our future.
Generations to come will learn about the record-breaking tornadoes
that swept throughout Ohio that evening. Thousands of people will
tell their stories to their children and grandchildren.
While there are so many messes with broken trees, damaged
homes, and peoples’ lives literally in pieces in front of them, God
has shown beauty through it. There are communities coming
together, believers and non-believers, and various denominations of
churches setting differences aside to just show God’s love to people.
Volunteers ended many of their days feeling more blessed by their
experience than the blessings they were able to share with those
affected. God has opened up a huge mission field minutes away
from us! There are so many “God” stories of how people survived
and how he is meeting their every need. Lives are being turned to
Christ, conversations are occurring, relationships are being built, and
many seeds have been planted.
Through your generous donations, our faith family has served our
community and surrounding communities along with some of
our faith family who were directly impacted. From the first day
of providing food, water, gasoline for chain saws and generators,
supplies to the Red Cross, and hotel stays, to the days that followed
when gift cards, personal care items, and clothing were needed, we
were able to be the hands and feet of Jesus.
Thank you for giving generously to help the relief efforts. We were
able to provide urgent supplies to equip our volunteers and help
those in very desperate situations. Despite the “mess,” the “beauty”
has played out through the many volunteers who have exhibited
many of our faith family life marks, values, and mission statement.
May God receive the glory!
Many Thanks,
Janelle Bowman
Community Care Coordinator
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3,600

80

WEEKEND MEALS
FOR KIDS

KIDS RECEIVED
WINTER COATS

30

200

KIDS RECEIVED NEW
SHOES AND SOCKS

BAGS OF CLOTHING TO
TORNADO VICTIMS

3,000 HOURS
VOLUNTEERED
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CARE4KIDS
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FIRST LIGHT
BASKETBALL

14

253

70%

PLAYERS

FROM THE
COMMUNITY

154

1,000

VOLUNTEERS

PEOPLE EVERY
GAME DAY
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LOOKING FORWARD
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A NOTE FROM
PASTOR LUKE
One of the things God has gifted people with is the ability to think,
imagine, and even dream into the future. While we can’t know
precisely what will be, we certainly can look forward and imagine
what could be. This God-given ability is shared by all of humanity.
As Christians, however, we hold something distinct from the rest of
humanity in our understanding of looking forward. When we think
about the future, we do so with confident hope. God assures us in
His Word that He holds all of time, space, and creation’s happenings
in His Hands. Our God has already won the ultimate victory as
displayed through the pages of Scripture.
In looking forward to this year, I pray 2020 is a year characterized by
our church continuing to take God-directed steps that contribute to
changing the present and future realities of the people God brings
into our lives. The only thing that can do this kind of macro change
is the Gospel, and the best news is that the Gospel of Jesus Christ is
for everyone and can transform anyone. As Christians, each of us is
invited into participating with God’s work in the world. Participation
in this work is not segmented for the super Christians, pastors,
deacons, church staff, or name-brand Christians. Instead, this is for
each of us that name Jesus as Lord.
Imagine, what might 2020 look like if our faith family embraced
this and lived it out in the places God has sent them? What might
the future look like if, through the power of the Holy Spirit, we
participated by loving the things God loves, valuing the things God
values, and sharing how Jesus Christ has, and is, transforming our
lives? What kind of stories might we be celebrating and sharing
with one another from 2020 at First Light Church if we took those
kind of God-directed steps, this year? How might our world more
closely display the Kingdom of God?
On behalf of our elders, staff, and the people you impact for Jesus
through First Light Church, thank you for the ways you help lead,
serve, and care for people well.
All the best,
Luke Francis
Executive Pastor
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2020 PROPOSED
BUDGET
PROPOSED BUDGET FISCAL YEAR 2020- 2021
Total Proposed Annual Budget		
Weekly Budget Requirement		
% of Previous Year’s Budget Giving		

$1,819,816.96
$34,996.48
95.71%

Personnel
Wages 				$913,319.16
Retirement/ Insurance/ Taxes
$325,972.40
Missions
SBC Cooperative Program		
$104,000.00
Local					$66,300.00
Regional				$46,800.00
Global					$26,000.00
Ministry
Pre-School/ Children/ Students
$33,020.00
Adults					$6,240.00
Worship				$8,060.00
Guests & Membership		
$11,700.00
Communication			$34,580.00
Operations
Administrative & Office		 $26,416.00
Buildings & Grounds			$201,029.40
Giving Fees				$16,380.00
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LOOKING BACK MARCH 2019 - DECEMBER 2019
AVERAGES
Total Weekly Budget Giving			
Weekly On-Campus Giving			
Weekly Digital Source Giving			

$36,563.19
$22,162.36
$14,400.83

First Time Budget Gifts			
Household Budget Engagement		

59
471

Thank you for the many ways you contribute to First Light
Church. Your generous financial giving supports God’s work in
our church. This year’s proposed budget has been prepared by
the church elders, staff, and treasurer. Compared to past years, it
is a decrease in the weekly operating amount, but provides the
resources to continue advancing our mission and vision. We are
grateful for the ways God has provided for our church in recent
years and look forward to what He will do this year.

THREE WAYS TO GIVE

TEXT-TO-GIVE
937.410.0937

ONLINE
firstlight.church/give

IN PERSON
Offering Plate or
Lobby Giving Box

