
            Series:  Love Thy Neighbor

            Big Idea:  Loving our neighbors is leading them to grow  
      in Christ; do not grumble in circumstances.

             Scripture: John 6:41-51

Connect and Opening Thought – 10 minutes
1.  As you have gotten older, do you find yourself complaining more or less?  Explain.    
2.  The Oxford Dictionary defines grumble as “to complain” or “to be discontented.” The 1993 American 
Romantic Comedy “Grumpy Old Men” starring Walter Matthau and Jack Lemmon depicted two former 
childhood friends whose relationship had eroded into bitterness and constant complaining against one 
another. As we read the Bible, we see an unfortunate propensity for the people of God to fall into a similar 
pattern. In Exodus 16:8 Moses addressed the children of Israel grumbling about the food God had provided 
for them. Numbers 14:27 addressed the wickedness found in their complaining and thankless behavior.  
Today we are going to learn that God has a better plan for our lives. Let’s go to the Lord and ask that He 
soften our hearts and prepare our minds for what He has to teach us in today’s Bible study.  

Bible Discussion

3.  Pray and read John 6:41-51.  

4.  Why do you think the Jews were grumbling against Jesus?  

5.  How do you think God feels about our grumbling nature?  (see John 6:43, Psalm 95:8-11)

6.  How did Jesus redirect their grumbling attitudes in John 6:41-51?  

7.  What does this passage of scripture teach you about God? 

8.  What does this passage of scripture teach you about people?

9.  What does this passage of scripture teach you about the gospel?

Life Application
The current pandemic and life-altering circumstances associated with it have given us all a lot of potential 
things to complain about.  Take some time and list the things that are currently making your heart  
grumble.  Think about how a follower of Jesus Christ should respond to the situations on your list.               

Challenge
Memorize James 5:9.  Catch yourself this week when you begin to complain or grumble.  Examine your 
heart (Psalm 139:23-24).  Who are you really grumbling against?  You have an incredible opportunity to be  
a light of hope in a dark world.  Take the opportunities provided this week to be the hands and feet of Jesus 
to those around you by loving them well and leading them to Christ.  

Celebrate and Care
Share wins from this past week. Share other prayer requests.
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Miss this week’s message? Listen today on the First Light Church App! 


